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GLORIA BRENDA SHARP (KOTZE) (1962-2025)
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Brenda Kotze, still from “Digitizing Nelson Mandela and the ANC Leaders Trial,” YouTube video 
posted by INA Institut, 26 May 2020, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VRnzBc9wlSE.

Brenda Sharp (Kotze) began her career in 1987 at the South African government’s 
Department of Arts and Culture, working in administration. She forged many long-last-
ing friendships there with her fellow colleagues. In 1988, she joined the National Film, 
Video and Sound Archives (NFVSA) and eventually headed her own section: Outreach 
and Public Programming. She set up oral history projects and archive outreach pro-
grammes, as well as assisting school learners in the art of conducting interviews. She 
provided hands-on training to those who requested it across all areas of audiovisual 
archiving. 

Brenda served on the planning committee for the IASA Annual Conference in Pretoria 
in 2003. She was instrumental in organising funding from UNESCO for the FIAT/IASA 
Southern African Workshop on Film, Video and Sound Archives in October 2005. In 
2011, Brenda was also part of the planning committee for the FIAF Conference held in 
Pretoria.

At a conference held in Cape Town in 2012, Brenda was instrumental in setting up a 
meeting with the Institut National de l’Audiovisuel (INA) to discuss the 1963–1964 
Rivonia Trial Dictabelt sound recordings collection. The collection had been inscribed 
on UNESCO’s Memory of the World Register in 2006, but it remained fragile and largely 
inaccessible. The partnership Brenda helped initiate, funded through FIAT/IFTA’s “Save 
Your Archive” programme, made its rescue possible. INA digitized all 591 recordings and 
provided sound preservation training in both France and South Africa. 

She was also selected as a key consultant for the African Mirror Newsreel Collection 
digitization project (2023–2024), an initiative to rescue 6,000 deteriorating 35mm news-
reels at the NFVSA. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VRnzBc9wlSE
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With formidable knowledge about South African film, the NFVSA’s film collection and 
film preservation, filmmakers worldwide relied upon Brenda’s expertise. Her passion for 
audiovisual archives and her dedication to advancing AV archiving in South Africa and 
across Southern Africa were evident to everyone who met her.

Brenda retired in 2023 after a long and dedicated career. Her love of nature, and of 
South African fauna and flora in particular, featured in many conversations and was a 
source of learning for those around her. To many she was a trusted confidant, someone 
in whom everyone could confide, whatever their troubles, and with whom they could 
work toward a solution and a way forward. She will always be remembered.
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